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Isabel Wilkerson won the Pulitzer Prize for 
Feature Writing for her work as Chicago Bureau 
Chief  of  The New York Times in 1994, mak-
ing her the first black woman in the history of  

American journalism to win a Pulitzer Prize and 
the first African-American to win for individual 
reporting. Wilkerson also won a George Polk 

Award, a John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship 
for her research into the Great Migration, and 
she was named Journalist of  the Year by the 
National Association of  Black Journalists.

  

 		

 

  
“Profound, necessary and an absolutely compelling read.” 

-Toni Morrison
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